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AG A I N, PH A R ISEES A N D SCR I B ES CON T EN D W I T H JESUS 
MarK 7:1–5
The first accusation conjured up against Jesus is recorded in 3:22, 
when scribes came down from Jerusalem to slander Him, saying, “He is 
possessed by Beelzebul, and by the prince of demons he casts out the 
demons.” 

This time, local Pharisees, aided and abetted the scribes who made the 
100-mile trek from Jerusalem to Galilee, congregated around Jesus and 
took notice that some of His disciples or adherents ate bread with defiled 
hands. Mark here feels compelled to explain to his readers the meaning 
of “defiled,” so he adds, “with unwashed hands.” Ha! The detectors had 
found on-the-spot evidence of a violation of ceremonial law, which the 
Master had apparently committed.

Note! The Pharisees subscribed not only to the Torah, the “Five Books” of 
Moses, but also to the “traditions of the elders,” the rules and regulations 
transmitted orally from eminent rabbis of bygone days and later set down 
in writing.

The scribes on their part were professional teachers of the law (lawyers) 
and could substantiate the charges of the Pharisees against Jesus for 

Sin makes men deaf to the sweet message of the 
Gospel and the tongue mute in sounding forth 

His sweet name abroad. 
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permitting violations of unwritten laws of long 
standing. Such a binding law, for instance, 
was the thorough washing of hands and 
wrists, right up to the elbows, before eating. 
The Pharisees and scribes pointedly asked 
Jesus, saying, “Why do your disciples not walk 
according to the tradition of the elders, but eat 
with defiled hands?” 

JESUS A NSW ER S T H E 
PH A R ISEES A N D SCR I B ES 
MarK 7:6–13
“Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as 
it is written, ‘This people honors me with their 
lips, but their heart is far from me. In vain 
do they worship me, teaching as doctrines 
the commandments of men.’ You leave the 
commandment of God and hold to the tradition 
of men” (7:6–8; Is. 29:13).

Jesus continued His offensive against the 
Pharisees and scribes, essentially telling 
them, “You have a subtle way of invalidating 
God’s injunctions and filling the empty space 
with one of your own. For instance, the divine 
directive is clear: Honor your father and 
mother. If you don’t, you will suffer fatally. 
But you twist and distort that command into 
an unrecognizable shape. You contend that if 
a man says to his needy parents, “Corban — 
given to God,” he is exempt from supporting 
them. Previously he could use his possessions 
for their support, but now that he has declared 
his belongings holy to the Lord, he can’t use 
them for secular purposes.

“Hypocrites you are: one thing on the outside; 
another, on the inside. You pretend to be what 
you are not. Outwardly, you engage in pious 
platitudes, but inwardly you are full of cruelty. 
Your real interest is in self, not in God. You put 

on a facade of devotedness to God to conceal 
your deep-rooted self-interest. In the process, 
you nullify the word of God and elevate your 
traditional mandates to a position above 
God’s orders. Stubbornly you refuse to change 
your ways but continue to pass on to future 
generations your false teachings. I could cite 
many such like things you do, but this one 
example will suffice.”

T H E H E A RT OF T H E M AT T ER 
MarK 7:14–23
The purpose of the law is not to prescribe 
external activities, ceremonies, but to 
advocate purity of heart. Not what goes into 
the mouth defiles a person, but that which 
comes out of the mouth from an evil heart.

Very well! Each to his own liking; in 
moderation, of course, both as to drink 
and food. Whatever is not commanded or 
forbidden in the New Testament is a matter 
of indifference. The ceremonial laws of the 
Old Testament were repealed by the Divine 
Master, thus enabling Paul to write, “Let no 
one pass judgment on you in questions of 
food and drink, or with regard to a festival 
or a new moon or a Sabbath. These are 
a shadow of the things to come, but the 
substance belongs to Christ” (Col. 2:16–17). 
Make whatever decisions you wish in 
indifferent matters, but don’t make your 
rulings binding upon others, or place them 
alongside or above God’s precepts. The heart 
of the matter is not what goes into your 
stomach but what comes out of your heart in 
thoughts, desires, words, and deeds.

“Christ enunciated for the first time 
the fundamental principle of His own 
interpretation of the Law. That Law was not 
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a system of externalism, in which outward 
things affected the inner man. It was moral, 
and addressed itself to man as a moral being 
— to his heart and conscience. As the spring 
of all moral action was within, so the mode of 
affecting it would be inward. Not from without 
inwards but from within outwards: such was 
the principle of the new Kingdom, as setting 
forth the Law in its fullness and fulfilling it” 
(Edersheim, Vol II., p.22).

“There is nothing outside a person that by 
going into him can defile him, but the things 
that come out of a person are what defile 
him… For from within, out of the heart of 
man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, 
theft, murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, 
deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, 
foolishness. All these evil things come from 
within and they defile a person” (7:15, 21–23).

T H E I MP ORT U NAT E PR AY E R OF 
T H E SY ROPHOEN ICI A N WOM A N 
MarK 7:24–30
MATTHEW 15:21–28
True man that He was, Jesus needed a change 
of scenery, a chance to relax. He went north 
through the coastline of Syria into Phoenicia 
(today’s Lebanon) to the border cities of Tyre 
and Sidon. He “did not want anyone to know, 
yet he could not be hidden” (7:24).

He whose name is like perfume poured 
out could not travel incognito. He attracted 
“a woman of Canaan,” “a Greek, a 
Syrophoenician by birth,” whose daughter 
was grievously vexed with a demon. She 
came and fell at His feet, and cried out, “Have 
mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David” (7:25–26; 
Matt. 15:22).

How would Jesus respond to her plea? What 
claim did she have upon Him? She was an 
outsider, a Greek, a “heathen,” regarded by 
every self-respecting Jew as a “sinner, a dog,” 
a source of ceremonial defilement. How would 
Jesus handle this case?

At first blush, the Lord’s treatment of the 
Greek appears harsh. But not so. He took hold 
of her growing faith as if it were a young tree 
and shook it to show that it was firmly rooted. 
He Himself knew her faith was strong enough 
to carry her through. He wished to teach her 
and others, including ourselves, the power 
of importunate prayer and the invincibility of 
faith grounded in Him. Therefore, “He did not 
answer her a word” (Matt. 15:23a).

His disciples became impatient, embarrassed. 
They urged Him, “Send her away, for she 
is crying out after us” (Matt. 15:23b), that 
is, “Grant her request. Do so immediately; 
otherwise we’ll never get rid of her.” But 
Jesus said unto her, “Let the children be fed 
first, for it is not right to take the children’s 
bread and throw it to the dogs” (7:27).

The “children” were the children of Israel, 
from whom the Messiah derived. “Salvation 
is from the Jews” (John 4:22b). Abraham was 
chosen to be the father of the faithful. The 
promise was given to him, “In your offspring 
[seed] shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed” (Genesis 12:1–3, 18:18, 22:18). That 
promise was repeated to Isaac, Jacob, Judah, 
and David.

The Hebrew nation had been chosen to 
become the repository of God’s revelation. The 
first obligation, therefore, of the Christ of God 
would necessarily be to His own people, to 
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confirm the promises made unto the fathers. 
The Gentiles would be next in line: “And that 
the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.” 
Six times in Romans 15:8–12, Paul mentions 
the Gentiles.

Perhaps the foregoing explanation will help 
us better understand the seemingly abrasive 
words: “It is not right to take the children’s 
bread, and throw it to the dogs” (7:27b).

The Greek woman was persistent in her 
petition. “She snared Christ in his own 
words,” Luther comments. It was as if she 
said, “True, Lord, I am but as a dog: but as 
dogs eat of the crumbs that fall from the 
master’s table, without being considered as 
robbing the children; so, if Thou grant me this 
one favor, it need not be a lessening of the 
mercy which Thou hast treasured up for the 
Jews” (Charles Simeon).

That was a masterstroke. Somewhere 
in between, she injected the simple but 
compelling plea, saying in Greek, Kyrie, 
eleison! “Lord, have mercy!” A plea that the 
Church has incorporated into its liturgy. Kyrie, 
eleison! O Lord, have mercy! We re-echo the 
cry of the Canaanite woman.

Yes, indeed! God would have us be persistent in 
our prayers. Importunity means shamelessness. 
God delights in the holy boldness that will not 
take “no” for an answer. Jesus looked upon the 
shameless perseverance of the Syrophoenician 
woman with approval. And He said unto her, 
“For this statement you may go your way; the 
demon has left your daughter” And she went 
home and found the child lying in bed and the 
demon gone (7:29–30). The Greek woman had 
persevered in prayer.

Thanks be to the compassionate Redeemer, “a 
Light to lighten the Gentiles and the Glory of 
His people Israel.”

T H E M A N W HO IS DE A F 
A N D MU T E IS H E A LED 
MarK 7:31–37
MARK ALONE RECORDS
Tidings of the wonder-working Prophet of 
Galilee must have preceded Him. There were 
at least a few among the Greeks in Decapolis, 
the “confederacy of ten cities,” who believed; 
for we read “they” brought to Him one that 
was deaf and had an impediment of speech.

Being deaf, he had never heard the sighing 
of the wind in the treetops, the laughter of 
little children at play or the lilt of the human 
voice. His ear-gates were locked tight; 
neither truth nor falsehood could enter. He 
could not express himself clearly, for he 
had an impediment of speech. No doubt, he 
could communicate on a basic level with his 
relatives and friends by means of guttural 
sounds and improvised signs, but to others his 
speech was garbled.

The man who was deaf and mute was brought 
to Jesus. Christ followed no standardized 
form in working His wonders. Sometimes 
He merely issued a mandate, even from a 
distance, or touched the person or allowed 
His healing power to move out of Him or 
through His garment. In this case, He took 
the man aside from the multitude so that, 
with nothing to distract him, he could fix his 
attention on Jesus. Note the sign language 
Jesus employed. He put His fingers into the 
man’s ears, and, putting some saliva on His 
fingers, He touched the man’s tongue. Then, 
looking up to heaven, He sighed audibly, and 
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spoke only one word: “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And straightway (Mark’s favorite 
expression) his ears were opened, his tongue was loosed, and “he spoke plainly.” Jesus 
gave the man an instant acquaintance with words and sentence-construction. He gave 
him the gift of language.

“And Jesus charged them to tell no one.” But the more He charged them, the looser their 
tongues became and the more they conveyed to others their astonishment, saying, “He 
has done all things well. He makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.” 

Of none of us can it possibly be said, “He/she has done all things well.” You and I, 
conceivably, have done certain things well or one thing well. But of Jesus it is said, “He has 
done all things well.” Only He, of all that are born of woman, merits this sweeping acclaim.

These words hold true whether we think of Jesus rendering perfect obedience to His 
parents and developing into a four-dimensional life: physically, mentally, socially, and 
spiritually (Luke 2:51–52). Or:

 · as the great Benefactor, going about doing good (Acts 10:38); 

 · as a preacher, proclaiming the whole counsel and will of God; 

 · as an artist in parables; 

 · as the God-man, the Redeemer, achieving complete atonement through His perfect 
life and His vicarious suffering and death; or 

 · as our High Priest interceding for us and suing God for clemency on our behalf. Of 
Jesus, and Jesus alone, can it be said, “He has done all things well.”

SPI R I T UA L DE A FN ESS A N D MU T EN ESS
Sin makes men deaf to the sweet message of the Gospel and the tongue mute in 
sounding forth His sweet name abroad. The Holy Spirit, proceeding from the Father 
and the Son, must perform a miracle of grace, unstopping the ears and unbinding the 
tongue. Jesus still bids the Spirit to say to God’s many hard-of-hearing and mute children 
“Ephphatha! Be opened!” That is done through the means of grace, the audible and 
visible Word.

We who have been born a second time are grateful that Jesus the Christ has opened our 
ears to hear the music of the spheres and the harmony of heaven in the Holy Gospel; to 
hear His “It is finished” from the cross; to take in His promise, “Because I live, you also 
will live.” And, according to our ability, we want to inform others of the emancipation 
proclamation, that they, too, may hear and “believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31).
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PE R SONA L A PPLIC AT ION 
MarK 8:1–38

O blessed Lord Jesus, who willingly suffered, died, and rose again for our salvation, by the Holy Spirit, 
help us to confess You in “this adulterous and sinful generation,” so that, when You come again You 

will not be ashamed of us. This we humbly ask of You, our living Savior and Lord. Amen.

Mark 8:1–9
1. On a previous occasion (6:34–44), Jesus had fed the 5,000 men in the evening of the same day they came 

to Him. Why did Jesus feel compelled to feed the 4,000 before dismissing them?

2. List similarities and dissimilarities between the two miracles of feeding the multitudes. Also see Matt. 
14:14–21, 15:32–38 and John 6:5–15.

 Similarities

 Dissimilarities

3. What application did Jesus make to Himself, using God’s own proper name “I AM,” in John 6:35?

Mark 8:10–13
4. Why did the Pharisees demand a sign from heaven?

 Why do you suppose Jesus refused?

5. How was Jonah to serve as a twofold sign?
 Luke 11:32; Matt. 12:41

 Matt. 12:40

Mark 8:14–21
6. Jesus and the twelve boarded a ship and sailed for Bethsaida. Soon the conversation revolved around 

bread, since they had but one loaf with them. What warning did Jesus insert into the conversation?
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7. The disciples were concerned about a “minor problem,” i.e., the lack of bread. How did Jesus turn their 
attention to a major problem?

Mark 8:22–26
8. Distinctive to the miracle on the sightless man is its gradualness. Describe the two phases of his cure.

9. Why do you think Jesus instructed the man to go home directly and not to return to the city?

Mark 8:27–30
10. What answer did the disciples give to Jesus’ question, “Who do people say that I am?”

11. Then He inquired of them, “But who do you say that I am?” What was Peter’s answer according to 8:29 and 
Matthew 16:16?

12. In your own words, state your answer to Jesus’ question, “Who do you say that I am?”

Mark 8:31–33
13. How did Peter react to Jesus’ announcement of His forthcoming death and resurrection?

14. How did Jesus answer him?

Mark 8:34–38
15.  If we would be disciples of Christ, what conditions are to be observed?

16. What are the advantages of believing in Jesus as our personal Savior and walking in His footsteps?

17. Why is it important to confess Christ unashamedly?

18. List some ways we can daily confess Christ in our lives.
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